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SEVENTH ANNUAL "CASTLES OF NEW CASTLE" HOUSE TOUR  
SCHEDULED FOR May 28th  
By Jane Lindau 

In response to these leaner economic times, we have changed the format and pricing structure for our 

seventh annual house tour.  This year's tour, scheduled for Thursday, May 28, will have a reduced ticket price of 

$45 for members and $50 for non-members, and the ticket price will include refreshments.  The tour will also be 

slightly shorter, consisting of four houses.  Refreshments will be offered at another location.   

 

We are in the process of selecting the houses for the tour.  If you are interested in volunteering to assist with the 

tour this year or in the future, please contact one of the co-chairs at the e-mail addresses below. 
 

Look for your invitation in the mail in early to mid April.  Please check your membership status and send in your 

reservation early; we expect the tour to sell out once again this year.  All proceeds from the Tour will benefit the 

educational programs at the Historical Society.  If you are interested in serving as a docent for the tour or in 

donating a prize for the raffle, or if you have any questions, please contact one of our co-chairs, Victoria 

Gutfreund vgutfreund@gmail.com or Jane Lindau janelindau@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 

Donõt forget to send in your 2009 Membership dues and continue to receive  

our newsletter and other benefits.   

Your support helps provide for maintenance of the Greeley House  

and continuation of our educational programs, exhibits and research.   

If a membership card is enclosed, our records indicate  

your membership has not been renewed. 
 

Thank you! 
 

mailto:vgutfreund@gmail.com
mailto:janelindau@gmail.com


 

 

ñWOULD HORACE GREELEY BE A REPUBLICAN TODAY?ò  

Topic of NCHS Annual Meeting on April 26
TH  

By Betsy Towl 
 

Robert C. Williams, an authority on Horace Greeley, will be the featured speaker at this yearôs Annual Meeting 

to be held at the Chappaqua Library on Sunday, April 26
th
 at 4:00 pm.  Mr. Williamsô topic will be ñWould 

Horace Greeley Be a Republican Today?ò  His discussion will focus on Mr. Greeleyôs role in founding the GOP, 

his education in the classic republican tradition, his links with democrats, his antislavery politics, NY politics and 

his run for president in 1872 as a ñLiberal Republican.ò 
 

 
Robert C. Williams, speaker at NCHS Annual Meeting 

 

Mr. Williamsô newest book Horace Greeley:  Champion of American Freedom, is highly acclaimed and was 

reviewed by the Wall Street Journal as ñA splendid telling of a story that couldnôt be more timely now that we 

are in another difficult and controversial war.ò 
 

The program, open and free to the public, will be held at the Chappaqua Library at 4:00 pm. Refreshments will 

be served.  Mr. Williamsô book will be available to purchase at the lecture. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SPRING TAG SALE 
 

June 5
th

 & 6
th 

 

Donation Drop-off Dates: May 22, 26, 29  

Please view the enclosed flier or call the Museum 238-4666 for information. 
 

 

 

 



THE PRESIDENT SAYS 

By Fran Osborne 

 
On Saturday, February 7

th
, the Trustees and Officers were hosts to over 180 volunteers at our annual ñVolunteer 

Thank You Party.ò Besides enjoying great food and wine, our guests were treated to a preview of our new 

exhibit ñDressed for the Occasionò. There are many opportunities to volunteer at the Historical Society. On June 

5th & 6
th
 we will be having a Tag Sale. Again this year, we have felt that it was necessary to have the additional 

fund raiser in order to keep our budget balanced in these difficult economic times. Volunteers are needed for 

setup on Thursday, June 4
th
, selling on June 5

th
 and 6

th
, and packing up at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 6th. If you 

have an hour or two, call (238-4666) and let us know what you would like to do.  It is always a lively, fun sale.

     

 
Toni Hutin (l), Exhibits Chair, receives kudos and thanks from Fran Osborne, NCHS President, for the wonderful 

new exhibit, ñDressed for the Occasion.ò 

 
 

KUDOS KORNER 
By Fran Osborne 

 

Toni Hutin, Lois Dannecker, Nancy OôNeil, Toni Kelly, and Polly Dumke for the wonderful new exhibit, 

ñDressed for The Occasionò. 

 

Urszula Lukomska for the tireless energy she has put into scanning and cataloging our photograph collection. 

Fred and Linda Sharp for wonderful punch and bartending extraordinary at the ñVolunteer Thank You Partyò. 

   

Linda Kallner for her super videotaping of all of our activities. 

  

Suzanne Keay, Marie Kish, and Betsy Lifschultz for serving on the nominating committee and coming up with a 

great slate. 

  

Joan Kuhn, our library coordinator, for all her help with our joint programs. 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Gift Shop 

Sale! 
We have many items  

at big price reductions.   
 

Please stop in  

and  

buy-buy-buy!!!!!!  

 
 

 

 

 

THE WAY WE WERE  

By Al Hutin 
 

CHEWING GUM  
 

Long before Thomas Adams invented flavored chewing gum in 1871 (it was licorice flavored Black Jack), 

people were finding substances to chew; chicle, pine resin, road tar, and mastica (a Greek favorite). 
 

ñI asked my mom for a nickel, to buy a pickle; 

Instead I bought some chewinô gum, yum, yum chewinô gum.ò 
 

That little ditty was one of the first songs I remember my Mom singing to me as a toddler, and it must have had a 

lasting effect on me because as a child, chewing gum became very important to me. Everyone in my family 

chewed gum, perhaps because it was a relatively inexpensive pleasure or perhaps to cut down on cigarettes. Only 

my Uncle Jim didnôt chewéit stuck to his dentures. 
 

There was a wide choice of types and brands to choose from in the thirties and forties, although not as many as 

there are today. We had stick gum, five sticks to the pack, made by Wrigley (Spearmint, Double Mint, and Juicy 

Fruit), Adams (Blackjack, Beeman Pepsin, and Clove), and Clark (Teaberry). Then there were the small white 

squares of candy coated gum made by Beechnut (Beechies) and Chiclets.  My dad preferred the stick variety 

because he could break a stick in half and make the stick last longer; I preferred Chiclets because I liked to suck 

off the candy coating before starting serious chewing. 
 

A pack of gum cost a nickel, five sticks to the pack, or ten candy-coated Chiclets to a box. And if I was careful 

and not too willing to share, that amount could last a week. Of course, if I only had a penny, I could run over to 

the railroad station and get a small packet of two Chiclets from the gum machine. I donôt remember a gum ball 

machine in Chappaqua. 
 



I think it was at the start of World War II that I first remember bubble gum. There were two major producers of 

this typeéFleers Double Bubble which came wrapped in a wax paper called Fleers Funnies that featured a kid 

called Pud, and Topps Bazooka gum with the slogan, ñDonôt talk, chum, chew Topps gum.ò That was a reminder 

not to talk about military information that could help the enemy.  In my mind it was more important to help the 

war effort than to read about Pud and his dumb friends, not that I had military secrets to keep, but, hey, you 

never knew who was listening to kids talk.  
 

 
Do you remember these? 

 

Chewing gum was the bane of teachers; it was strictly outlawed in school. Get caught chewing and your gum 

either ended in the waste basket or on the end of your nose as an embarrassing punishment. But we devised ruses 

to fool the teacher like letting the gum rest under your tongue when she was around or saying it was Aspirgum 

for a headache. But that seldom workedéthe odor was wrong. And if you chewed Dentine, you might try to 

convince the teacher that your dentist wanted you to chew it to keep your teeth clean. That never worked. We 

could play a trick on a bully with chewing gum. Weôd replace some Chiclets with Feenamint, the chewing- gum 

laxative, and offer to share; nasty trick, but with interesting results. 
 

I tended to stick with the simpler flavors; I guess Spearmint was my favorite. Remember the old camp song that 

went aroundé 
 

ñDoes Spearmint lose its flavor on the bedpost overnight? 

You put it on the left side and find it on the right.ò 
 

But I also liked Black Jack because it looked cool chewing black gum and Clove because it had a bite to it. In my 

mid-teens when I experimented with smoking cigarettes, Clove was great to hide tobacco breath. Sen-sen was a 

dead giveaway; everybody used Sen-sen, but my parents knew I liked Clove gum and they didnôt get suspicious. 
 

I donôt chew much gum today. I hear itôs good for your digestion, and the sugar- free brands donôt cause cavities. 

But like my Uncle Jim, I find it sticks to my crowns. Oh well, another curse of growing older. 



ñDRESSED FOR THE OCCASIONò 
By Toni Hutin 

 

Since the Historical Society's founding in 1966, New Castle residents have generously donated family 

possessions:  books, furniture, photographs, diaries, ledgers, and clothing.   People donated their grandmothers' 

wedding dresses, their great-aunts' party dresses, their hats, shawls, and accessories of all kinds.  These 

wonderful finds resulted in our current exhibit, ñDressed for the Occasion,ò from the NCHS collection. 

 

Victorian afternoon dresses illustrate what upper class ladies wore for afternoon tea.  Garden dresses enhanced 

with elaborate lace and embroidery on white batiste were worn in the early 1900s for summer afternoon 

entertainment.  Wedding dresses and evening gowns reflect the extravagance of their times.  Childrenôs apparel 

and toys, bonnets and bonnet covers, Victorian lingerie, and accessories complete our exhibit.  On loan from the 

family, we showcase Horace Greeleyôs daughterôs wedding veil of exquisite lace, worn by several generations of 

the family. 
 

 
The Exhibit Committee enjoyed the official opening of ñDressed for the Occasionò at the recent party for the 

Societyôs volunteers.  Pictured left to right are:  Fran Osborne, NCHS President, Nancy OôNeil, Collections 

Committee Chair, Toni Hutin, Exhibit Committee Chair, Toni Kelly and Lois Dannecker. 
 

 

Do visit us to view this extraordinary collection during Museum hours:  Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 

Thursdays and Saturdays 1:00-4:00.  Other hours may be arranged by appointment by calling the 

Museum at (914) 238-4666. 

 

 



Childrenôs Apparel 

 

 
Garden Dresses 

 

 
Afternoon Dresses 

 

 

 



MR. GREELEYôS ICE POND 
By Gray Williams 
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When you walk the along the main path through Greeley 

Woods Park, you will see what remains of a rugged stone 

dam across Tercia Brook. Although some of the uppermost 

blocks have fallen into the gorge below, and silt has filled 

the valley above, the dam was clearly intended to hold back 

a small pond, as well as to create a picturesque waterfall 

from its spillway. The postcard photograph below, probably 

taken about 1900, shows how the dam looked in the middle 

of winter, when the waterfall would become a cascade of 

ice. 

 

And it was in winter that the dam became most useful. A survey of the Greeley farm, prepared in 1883, clearly 

labels the dammed body of water an ñice pond.ò Ice ponds were not uncommon features of farms in the 19
th
 

century, and there are the remains of several in New Castle. Storing food near ice was one of the few ways of 

keeping it from spoiling during the warm months. Homes in the towns and cities had ice delivered from 

commercial suppliers located on rural lakes. One such supplier was located on Echo Lake in Millwood. But 

frugal farmers lucky enough to have a stream running through their property might build a dam to form their own 

free ice supply, which they would ñharvestò in the winter with axes and special saws.  

 

Horace Greeley apparently created his ice pond about the same time as he built his concrete barn, about 1857. At 

that time, he and his family were living in the nearby House in the Woods, and a contemporary wood engraving 

of the house and its outbuildings shows part of what might have been his icehouse. 

 

An icehouse was a necessary adjunct to an ice pond, for storing the sawn blocks through the summer. Its floor 

and walls were customarily built of stone or brick, to insulate the blocks, and it was often at least partly 

excavated into the ground. The roof was generally of wood, and its main function was simply to shade the 

storage chamber. It also would be likely to include a stout beam and pulley to assist in hauling the heavy ice 

blocks in and out. The blocks themselves were further insulated with loose materials such as straw or sawdust, 

and they often lasted throughout the warm seasons without melting away. You can see a well-restored example 

of a mid-nineteenth-century icehouse at Washington Irvingôs Sunnyside in Tarrytown. 

 

When needed, an ice block would be hauled out of the icehouse, rinsed off, and chopped into smaller pieces for 

kitchen use. In the last half of the 19
th
 century, iceboxes came into common use. They were usually constructed 

of dense hardwood such as oak, and lined with tin or zinc. A block of ice would be placed in an upper 

compartment, from which cooled air would sink to the food compartment below. A pipe from the floor of the ice 

compartment would carry melt water to a tray at the bottom, from which the water could be periodically emptied. 

We have an example of such an early icebox in the kitchen at the Greeley House. 

 

There was apparently a later icehouse as well, located on what is now the property of Temple Beth El. It was 

probably constructed by Greeleyôs daughter Gabrielle and her husband, the Reverend Dr. Frank Clendenin.  In 

1892 they converted Greeleyôs nearby concrete barn into the home they called Rehoboth. The icehouse, as 

recorded in insurance records, was a substantial stone structure, 24 feet long by 22 feet wide and 14 feet high. 

Barbara Stahl Edwards, who grew up in Rehoboth, recalls playing in the old icehouse as a child in the 1930s and 

1940s. 

 

Horace Greeley considered himself a progressive farmer, who took advantage of the most up-to-date methods 

and inventions of his time. As he wrote in his autobiography, he was immensely proud of his sturdy, fire-

resistant concrete barn. It seems likely that he also prided himself on his well-constructed cut-stone dam, which 

likewise has survived as part of his Chappaqua legacy. 


